
Kindergarten Orientation 

McCarty Elementary School 

February 25, 2013 





Introductions 
Mrs. Earlenbaugh, Principal 

Mrs. Tutton, Student Services 

Coordinator 

Mrs. Matekaitis, Principal’s secretary 

Mrs. Aldaba, Health Assistant 

 Instructional Leadership Team 

Mr. Keating, PTA President 

 



 

CHARACTER COUNTS! 

Everywhere and all the time! 



How to be an Informed Parent. 

Here is where to look for up-to-date information. 

Visit our website mccarty@ipsd.org to view 

additional information and registration paperwork. 

 Registration & Health Requirements 

 Transportation 

 Lunch Program 

 Support Services and Resources 

 Tips for Parents 

 First Days of School 

 Parental Involvement 

 Sign up for our McCarty and District 204 listserv 

 CONNECT-Ed – phone and email important information 

 Edline – home school communication https.www.edline.net 

mailto:mccarty@ipsd.org
mailto:mccarty@ipsd.org
mailto:mccarty@ipsd.org


Registration & Residency 
 

When a child is registering in District 204 for the 
first time, a parent or guardian must provide proof 
of identity and age by providing one of the following 
documents: 

  

☛  Original or certified copy of a birth certificate 
(must be 5 by September 1, 2013 – no exceptions) 

☛  Valid passport, or 

☛  Other record recognized by a court of law (ex: 
adoption certificate) 

 

 

 



Registration & Residency 
 

In addition, a parent or guardian must provide three proofs of 
residency by providing the following documents regardless of 
whether or not child has siblings at McCarty Elementary School: 

  

  Title evidence, mortgage statement or lease agreement 

  Utility Bill (e.g. electric, gas) 

  Tax Bill, current Voter’s Registration, loan payment book, 

      home insurance policy, medical card, bank account  

      permanent resident card.                 

   Photo ID, Illinois Drivers License or Illinois State IL IDCard 

 



Registration Details 
 

Registration packets to you in the mail mid-April. 

 

Walk-in registration May 22, 2013, from 5-8 p.m. 

 

Only completed packets will be accepted for 
registration (with the exception of the health 
requirements on the next slide).  

 

If your child requires medication during the school 
day please contact our health office in early August 
at 630-375-3400. 

 



Physical Exam & Immunization 

 

Illinois State Physical/Immunization form due 

prior to the first day of school. 

 

Vision exam due by mid-October 2013. 

 

Dental exam due by mid-May 2014. 

 

 



Kindergarten Hours 

 

HALF DAY  

2 hrs. 45  min 
9:05-11:50 a.m. 

  

Busing provided if location 

is not at your home school 

 

 

ALL DAY 

6 hrs. 30 min 

 
9:05 A.M.-3:35 P.M. 

 

McCarty Elementary 

 



Transportation 
 

Bus transportation is provided for those students that reside more than 1.5 
miles away from the school.  

 

☛  Prior to the opening of school each fall, specific routes and times will be 
posted on our district website at www.ipsd.org 

☛  Students must be at their bus stop 5 minutes prior to their scheduled 
pick up time. 

☛  Students may only ride their assigned bus. 

☛  Bus Route Change Request must meet specific criteria. The form will be 
on the “Transportation” link at www.ipsd.org for any route change requests. 
Review of requests and final decisions are not made until after September 
15th. 

☛  Parents of kindergarten students are responsible to meet their 
child’s bus each day or to designate a responsible individual to be 
with their child during pick up and drop off times. 

 

http://www.ipsd.org/
http://www.ipsd.org/


School Lunch 
School lunch is an option provided by Chartwell’s, Inc.   All 
menus are planned based on USDA guidelines and offer 
nutritional information. Daily fresh fruit and vegetable choices 
are offered. 

 

 Our PTA helps our lunchroom supervisors the first two 
weeks of school during kindergarten lunch.  There is one 
supervisor per table.  Students are provided enough time to 
eat during the 35 minute lunch/recess. 

 

 

 Menus are available online by clicking the “School Lunch 
Program” icon on our website http://mccarty.org  

 

 Applications for free lunch availability are usually available 
online at http://ipsd.org. after August 1st. 

 

http://mccarty.org/
http://www.ipsd.org/


ONE SIZE DOES NOT FIT ALL! 



Preparing for the First Day… 
 

Speak positively about kindergarten. 

  

Teach your child how to use buttons, zippers and tie 
shoelaces.  

  

Remind your child to wash hands before eating and after 
using the bathroom or playing outside. 

 

Teach your child to be independent with meals.  

 

Practice with your child to learn basic numbers, colors, 
and letters and how to write his or her first name.  

 

 



Preparing for the First Day… 
 

 
Encourage your child to express wants and 
needs and to be a good listener and friend. 
 
Familiarize your child with his or her full written 
name, address and telephone number. 
 
Reinforce numbers, letters and symbols found in 
their everyday environment. 
 
Encourage creativity and constructive play.  
 

 

 

 
 

 



Preparing for the First Day… 
 

Establish and review routines with your child. Consider walking routes, others 
who have permission to transport them, safety rules, etc. If your child will be 
taking the school bus show them the stop’s location and your expectations 
for getting to and from school safely. 

 

For kindergarten bus riders, First Student and District 204 will offer an 
opportunity for kindergarten families to attend an orientation on the bus 
service in August prior to school starting.  More specific details will follow. 

 

Students should wear comfortable, practical clothing. Label everything! 

 

Make home a place for learning. Designate a special spot for practicing skills 
together, displaying school work, etc. 

 

Read to your child frequently for pleasure. Look at books and magazines 
together. Make sure they see you reading! 

 



The First Days of School 
 

The first day of Kindergarten is Thursday,  August 22, 
2013, and is a shortened 30 minute orientation day 
designed for students, parents and guardians. We will 
provide you with a schedule for Kindergarten Parent-
Student Orientation in your registration packets. Please 
bring your student’s school supplies to the orientation. 

 

Allow plenty of time to get ready and travel on the first 
day of regular attendance for kindergarten on Friday, 
August 23, 2013, so that your child doesn’t feel rushed. 
It is recommended that you begin their normal arrival 
routine on that day.  

 

 



Safe and Orderly Environment 

For Everyone! 
 

 Read the Parent/Student Handbook at least once a year.  

 State required crisis drills practiced annually. 

 Arrival and dismissal from school. 

 No parking areas, fire lanes, speed zones, no cell phones 
or pets. 

 Building access safety.  

 Lunch and recess safety practices – peanut free table 

 Nurse – medical concerns 

 Birthdays – no food items due to allergies 
 

 

 
  

 

 



Arrival and Dismissal 



Literacy 



Curriculum Overview 
 

LITERACY 

 
The expectation is not to teach 
students to read, but to provide 
readiness “tools” as  a secure 
foundation “on the road” to reading. 
With continual exposure and 
repetition of these activities, District 
204 kindergarten students will be 
given a foundation for reading 
development and encouragement to 
demonstrate reading ability when it 
is developmentally appropriate for 
each individual child. 
 

 

Sample reading performance descriptors: 

 

☛  Recognize and name all of the uppercase and 
lowercase letters 

☛  Recognize and say the common sound of most 
letters and write a letter that goes with a spoken 
sound 

☛  Produce rhyming words and recognize pairs of 
rhyming words 

☛  Use their knowledge of letter sounds to figure 
out simple, regularly spelled, single-syllable words 

☛  Read high-frequency words that are recognized 
by “sight” 

☛  Begin to track print when listening to a familiar 
text being read or when rereading their own writing 

☛  Read simple texts containing familiar letter-sound 
correspondences and high- frequency words 

☛  Retell a story in their own words or reenact it, 
getting the events in the correct sequence 

☛  Respond to simple questions about a book’s 
content 

☛  Make predictions based on illustrations or 
portions of stories 

 



Reading, Writing, Speaking and 

Listening 



Curriculum Overview 
 

WRITING 
 

☛  Write daily 

☛  Use knowledge of sounds and letters to 
write phonetically, representing consonant 
sounds with single letters in the correct 
sequence 

☛  Leave spaces between words they have 
written 

☛  Use beginning capitalization and end marks 

☛  Independently create text with words 

☛  Attempt to write text that is related to 
the picture 

☛  Recognize and read their own writing 

☛  Write words based on how they sound, 
using initial consonants and some ending 
sounds 

 
 

 

SPEAKING & LISTENING 
 

☛  Listen attentively by facing speaker and 
making eye contact 

☛  Follow oral directions 

☛  Listen to and follow a story read orally 

☛  Participate in discussions around a 
common topic 

☛  Follow multiple-step, oral directions 

☛  Listen attentively to stories read aloud 

☛  Use text provided in functional classroom 
(e.g. labels, signs, instructions) to get 
information 

☛  Retell a story in their own words orally or 
reenact it, getting the events in the correct 
sequence 

☛  Respond orally to simple questions about 
a book’s content 

☛  Participate in discussions around a 
common topic 

 

 



Math 



Curriculum Overview 
 

MATHEMATICS 

 

Curriculum allows students to construct 
an understanding of mathematics from 
their own experience and build arithmetic 
skills that are essential for building 
number sense, estimation skills and 
flexibility in a problem-rich environment.  

 

Important concepts are introduced and 
revisited in a variety of formats providing 
considerable practice. 

 

The focus is to have students recognize 
that there are various ways to accomplish 
a task and to use the best tools and 
strategies for solving problems.   

 
 

 

Basic math content includes: 

☛  Numeration 

☛  Operations and computations 

☛  Patterns and functions and algebra 

☛  Data and chance 

☛  Measurement and reference frames 

☛  Geometry 

☛  Problem solving for everyday situations 

☛  Developing readiness through hands-on 
activities 

☛  Sharing ideas through discussion and 
cooperative learning 

☛  Small group activities 

☛  Practice through games 

☛  Ongoing assessment throughout the year 

☛  Home and school partnership 

  



Science/Health and Social Studies 



Curriculum Overview 
 

SCIENCE/HEALTH 

 

The purpose of the science 
curriculum is to provide students 
with balanced, relevant, hands- on 
opportunities and experiences to 
better understand science and to 
promote scientific literacy. 

 

Science units include: 

☛  Seeds to Plants 

☛  Ecology—Save the Earth 

☛  Water Explorations 

☛  Magnets 

☛  Marvelous Me (Five senses, food 

pyramid, nutrition and disease 

prevention) 

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

Kindergarten students are beginning 
to develop an awareness of the 
world around them. 

 

Social Studies units include: 

☛  The school community’s rules and 
responsibilities 

☛  Decision making and problem solving 

☛  Families 

☛  Respect for culture and traditions 

☛  Community awareness 

 



Art and Music 



Curriculum Overview 
 

ART  

One 50 minute session per week. 
 

The purpose of the visual arts curriculum is 
to have students grow creatively, 
intellectually, emotionally, and academically. 

 

Art content includes: 
 

☛  Understanding and applying media, techniques, and 
processes 

☛  Using knowledge of art elements and principles of design 

☛  Choosing and evaluating ideas, subject forms, and symbols 

☛  Understanding visual arts in relation to history and cultures 

☛  Reflecting on and assessing student work 

☛  Making a connection between art and other disciplines 

 

 

MUSIC  

Two 25 minute sessions per week. 
 

The general music program will develop a 
student’s understanding of and relationship 
between music and other disciplines and 
cultures as well as to history. 

 

Music content includes: 
 

☛  Singing 

☛  Performing on a variety of instruments 

☛  Improvising melodies 

☛  Composing and arranging 

☛  Reading and notating music 

☛  Listening, analyzing, and describing music  

☛  Evaluating music and musical performance 

 



Physical Education 

Library Media Center and Technology 



Curriculum Overview 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH 

 

Three 25 minute sessions per week. 

Students learn, develop, and apply skills 
needed for participation in personal 
fitness and activities that contribute to a 
healthy lifestyle. 

 

Physical Education/Health content includes: 

 

☛  Fundamental gross motor skills 

☛  Movement and spatial awareness 

☛  Health and fitness 

 

 

LIBRARY MEDIA  CENTER & 
TECHNOLOGY 

 

Students enjoy frequent visits to check 
out books to bring home, and they enjoy 
story times and motivational reading 
programs that inspire a love of reading.   

 

The LMC also strives to support and 

serve parents maintains a strong group of 
parent volunteers. 

 
Kindergarten students participate in a 
technology curriculum that involves 
computer skill development.  

 

Computers are used to enhance learning 
in the content areas throughout the 
kindergarten curriculum as appropriate. 

 



Parent Involvement 
 

PTA Membership is important… 

 

Assisting in the classroom, helping the teacher with clerical tasks and special projects and working with small 
groups and individual students 

 

Volunteering in the Library Media Center (LMC) 

 

Reading with students 

 

Speaking to the class about an area of expertise that may be of interest and/or connected to the curriculum 

 

Chaperoning field trips 

 

Acting as an interpreter/translator 

 

District 204  Parent  Groups 

☛  Bilingual Parent Advisory Committee 

☛  Indian Prairie Special Needs PTA 

☛  Indian Prairie Parents Council  (IPPC) 

☛  Parent Diversity Advisory Council (PDAC) 

 



Dates to Remember 

August 13, 2013 New Student Orientation   6:30-8:00 p.m. 

 

 

August 16, 2013 District Kindergarten Bus Orientation   TBD 

 

 

August 22, 2013 First Day K 30 Minute Orientation 

  Students and Parents come to school 

                          Scheduled by last name between 9:30-12:15 

 

August 23, 2013 First Full Day of Kindergarten 

 

 

 

 



Questions 



Thank you for coming and 

welcome to McCarty!  

  You were your child’s first 

teacher and will always be 

your child’s most important 

teacher! 


